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Policy 
2.1.2 
2.1.3  

 
It is the policy of the Braintree Police Department to coordinate and 
cooperate with other law enforcement agencies sharing concurrent 
jurisdiction with the Department within the Town of Braintree.  
 
The Department shall also request or render Mutual Aid to or from 
neighboring law enforcement agencies as delineated by this policy, 
applicable state laws and mutual aid agreements. Mass. Gen. Law, 
Chap. 40, Sec. 8G - Mutual Aid Programs Agreements; or Mass. Gen. 
Law, Chap 41, Sec. 99 - Requisition of Police Officers by Other 
Towns. [2.1.3] 
 
Braintree Police Officers shall assume primary jurisdiction for crimes 
that occur within the Town, except in incidents where jurisdiction is 
statutorily delineated elsewhere, or when a state or federal agency has 
the primary investigatory responsibility. [2.1.2] 

 
Jurisdiction 
Boundaries 
2.1.1 
2.1.2 

 
The standard jurisdiction of the Braintree Police Department is 
restricted to the boundaries of the Town of Braintree, except in cases 
of fresh and continued pursuit, arrest warrants and felonies. An official 
map of these boundaries shall available on the 911 mapping system 
located and viewable on the 911 console or a map posted in the 
dispatch area or sergeants office. [2.1.1] 
 
Officers should be aware that other law enforcement agencies also 
have enforcement powers within the Town; such agencies include, but 
are not limited to: [2.1.2] 
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Federal law enforcement agencies (according to field of concentration)  
Massachusetts State Police 
Massachusetts Division of Law Enforcement (Environmental Police) 
Massachusetts Transit Authority (MBTA Police) 
Amtrak(Railway Police)  
 
If a question of jurisdiction arises for an incident occurring within the 
Town’s boundaries, it should be referred to the Shift Commander for 
resolution. 

 
Agencies with 
Concurrent 
Jurisdictions 
 2.1.2 

 
The Braintree Police Department shall respond to calls for service 
within town boundaries. In the event that another agency also 
responds and exercises their authority as a primary jurisdiction over 
crimes and violations committed and invoke its jurisdiction over such 
incidents, departmental personnel will provide requested assistance as 
appropriate. Dispatch shall notify the agency having primary 
jurisdiction when a call for service is received by this department. This 
may include, but not be limited to, highways, waterways, and railways. 
[2.1.2] 
 
Officers shall document the relinquishing of authority to another 
agency when it involves a serious event or crime. [2.1.2] 

 
Requesting 
Mutual Aid 
2.1.3 a-e  

The Shift Commander will make the initial decision regarding request 
for mutual aid from neighboring law enforcement agencies during an 
emergency. [2.1.3 d] The Braintree Shift Commander shall contact the 
Shift Commander of the neighboring agency to request aid. [2.1.3 c] 
When the Shift Commander on duty feels that there is a need to 
request aid from METROLEC, he or she should follow the appropriate 
notification request procedures. The Shift Commander shall inform the 
Deputy Chief, who in turn shall inform the Chief, any time mutual aid is 
requested. Request for aid should be requested per MGL c.41 s.99 or 
the METROLEC agreement.  See Tactical Team and MetroLEC 
Activation. 
 
Officers from neighboring agencies shall be under the command and 
authority of the Braintree Police Department when rendering mutual 
aid within the town. [2.1.3 a b]  Personnel reporting to Braintree shall 
report to the area or orders as directed by the Shift Commander or 
his/her designee.  [2.1.3 e] 



3 
 

Providing 
Mutual Aid 
And 
Notification to 
Chief 
2.1.3 a-b 

Whenever any neighboring law enforcement agency requests our aid, 
the Shift Commander on duty will determine to what extent aid can be 
rendered. Officers responding to a mutual aid request shall be under 
the command and authority of the requesting agencies. [2.1.3 a b] 
 
In the event that a request for Braintree Officers assigned to 
METROLEC, is received by the Shift Commander on duty, the Shift 
Commander will make the decision to what extent on duty personnel 
and equipment shall be sent to assist another city, town, or agency. 
The Deputy of Operations will be notified, who will in turn notify the 
Chief of Police. 
 
Note: Officers on METROLEC receive call out requests directly as part 
of METROLEC protocol and respond based on approved procedures. 
[2.1.3 a b]  

 
Communication 
2.1.3 f 
81.2.4 d 

 
It is important to establish and maintain radio communications with 
neighboring law enforcement agencies/personnel during a Mutual Aid 
incident. The dispatch console radios, cruiser radios and officer’s 
portable radios shall be programmed with the capability to communicate 
with other law enforcement agencies. This would include mutual aid 
(surrounding towns), South Tactical, and Area Wide Three. Included are 
the Braintree DPW (console), and Braintree Fire Department. [2.1.3 f] 
[81.2.4 d] 
 
Area municipal police departments have common radio channels 
available for joint usage, the Shift Commander should make 
arrangements with any responding agencies regarding the use of a 
common radio channel prior to outside agency personnel responding to 
a mutual aid location. [2.1.3 f]  
 
Outside agencies requesting mutual aid assistance from the 
Department are required to make arrangements with the Shift 
Commander about the use of common radio channels by Braintree 
Officers assigned to their town. 

 
State or 
Federal 
Assistance 
2.1.4 

 
Shift Commanders and Detective Unit supervisors should be 
knowledgeable concerning emergency or investigative situations 
warranting state and federal law enforcement assistance and shall 
request such assistance when appropriate. This may include, but not 
limited to, the DEA, FBI, ATF, Secret Service, and ICE (Homeland 
Security).  Investigations may include, but not limited to, organized 
crime, weapons violations, drug activity, bank robberies and abducted 
children.  Agencies should be contacted by phone and noted on the 
daily log and/or in the officer’s report. [2.1.4] 
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The National Guard is typically called into action by the state governor, 
who can send them to the site of any officially declared emergency in 
the state (MEMA or FEMA).  This is usually a weather related 
emergency, but civil unrest or terrorist attacks or other emergencies 
they may respond to also.  The Fire Chief is the town’s Emergency 
Management Director.  He or she is responsible for the management 
of the planning functions for the town’s department’s response to 
unusual occurrences (flood, snow emergency, etc.).  He or she shall 
communicate and coordinate safety concerns with the Chief of Police.  
In matters of unrest, terrorist attacks or other emergencies, the Chief 
of Police shall report his concerns to the Mayor.  They shall be 
responsible to request National Guard assistance. [2.1.4] 
 
Note: The Federal Aviation Administration must be contacted in the 
event of a plane crash.  Officers assigned to the area of a plane crash 
shall secure the scene and prohibit unauthorized personnel from 
approaching the scene until investigators from the FAA arrive. [2.1.4]  

  
Review and 
Revisions 
2.1.3 g h 

In the event that any review or revision of the mutual aid agreements 
mentioned in this policy are necessary, the involved participants will 
determine the means to achieve those needs. This will include 
associated cost or expenditures for equipment and personnel. 
[2.1.3 g h] 

  
  
Detainee 
Overflow 
72.5.6 

In the event that the cell block at the Braintree Police reaches 
capacity, the Shift Commander should contact Police Departments 
from surrounding jurisdictions (Quincy, Weymouth, Randolph, 
Holbrook) to determine if they have room to house detainees.  Upon 
locating an agency with vacant cells, the Shift Commander should 
coordinate the transportation of the detainees to that location.  The 
Shift Commander should advise his/her relief as to the location of any 
detainee being housed at neighboring agencies.  
[72.5.6] 

 
 
Detention of 
Detainees at 
NCSO 
72.5.6 

 
 
The Braintree Police Department maintains a mutual aid agreement for 
the detention of detainees at the Norfolk County Correctional Center.  
The current agreement went into effect October 1, 2018 and is set to  
expire September 20, 2020. [72.5.6] 
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Detention of 
Detainees at 
NCSO 
72.5.6 

The Braintree Police Department maintains a mutual aid agreement for 
the detention of detainees at the Norfolk County Correctional Center.  
The current agreement went into effect October 1, 2018 and is set to 
expire September 30, 2020.   
[72.5.6] 
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